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Director’s Message
Dear Parents,

Tomorrow is Qatar Environment Day, when all of us in Qatar are asked to do something to raise our collective awareness about the im-
portance of environment-friendly solutions and green technology. It is also a reminder as to how we can each make a difference to our so-
ciety and our environment, through our daily actions. It is great to see the way that the Primary School has been illustrating the importance
of Climate Change in the Tented Area and suggesting ideas which we can implement to combat it. As world leaders have been saying this
week, there is no single issue which is more important throughout the world, than responding to the threats arising from Climate Change. It
is an issue about which young people feel particularly passionately about, partly because they can see that it is their future which is going
to be impacted by Climate Change. It is good to see that we have active, enthusiastic students and staff in both the Senior School and the
Primary School eager to spread the message about the need for each of us to re-look at what we do and how we can make a difference.
These are all reasons why we have included the wish for our students to “demonstrate environmental consciousness” in our Mission State-
ment.

Last night the Grade 10 students presented their Personal Projects, one of the culminating parts of the Middle Years Programme. This year
it was a virtual presentation, but once again it was so rewarding to hear about the ideas and issues which matter to the students and to
appreciate, once again, just how much effort has gone into these Personal Projects. As in previous years, what is so interesting is the enor-
mous range of topics which the Grade 10 students have decided to focus on, from mental health issues, to recycling clothes, to building a
recycled vacuum cleaner, to helping improve communication with deaf people to... | am so impressed by what they have achieved and by
the progress which they have made in the course of the year. As with all IB work, to read their reflections at the end of the project as to
what they have learnt from doing it and in what they could do better next time, is so powerful.

It has been good to see so many staff receiving their vaccinations over the last week. (| have completed my two vaccinations and have the
message that | have been vaccinated included in my Ehteraz!) It all helps to build confidence in the community and that is the crucial step
to returning to normal. | hope that more and more students will return to the school in the coming days. In the meanwhile, | hope that all
students will continue to wear masks, follow the social distancing rules and to wash their hands frequently, both within, and outside, the

school.
Best wishes,

Stephen Meek



Assistant Principal
Message

elationst ip with you and know that parent teacher connections
evel ey are remote will have a huge impact on student learning and positive
outcomes.

We really miss our in-school family events as these have been wonderful times to
connect. | know we are looking forward to the day when we can have an open-door
policy again.

Stay safe everyone .
Thinking about Sustainably.

The world is full of awe and wonder for children. The environment has a
huge impact on children, because of our constant interaction with it. That’s
why sustainable practices are an essential element of early learning centres
and education programs.

As we move through the 21st century, we’re more aware of the impact our
decisions have on future generations. Climate change, resource shortages
and our throwaway mindset make nurturing a love for nature and the envi-
ronment an obligation. So, for us many questions arise:

What do sustainable practices mean for young children ?

How we promote sustainability across all our centres

How can we develop sustainable practices ?

What more can we do to nurture a love for the environment ?

As EEC teachers we all have an awareness and respect for the natural envi-
ronment and a commitment to pass on to future generations an environ-
mental duty of care and a love for nature and the environment.

For us it begins with the design of our centres to support sustainable practic-
es through natural indoor and outdoor play areas. They create sensory experiences for children to explore and develop a
love for nature with real natural elements.

We also recognize sustainable practices in the early years involve environmental sustainability within our centre opera-
tions. These practices also extend to our everyday classroom routines and learning activities. There are many opportuni-
ties for us to teach about encouraging children to understand the concept of sustainability.

Some of us are making small steps such as using recycling art products, removing glitter and balloons , some of us are
making big steps with amazing garden projects.

By making choices that improve our environment our teachers are role models for environmental sustainability. We can
show our children how to be environmentally conscious, while also developing their understanding of why we need sus-
tainable practices.




Assistant Principal

Message

dren and teachers and families share the journey of sustainability . If
each one of us makes a small change our world will be a better place for our children.

Small steps such as finding alternatives to using balloons will make a big impact on our
~ world. Please read the following article that has good ideas for families to start making
“ changes.

http://sustainability.umich.edu/news/balloon-release-impact

Jo Ellis

EEC Assistant Principal A bea Ut ifu |
Environment
Starts with

Yore

www.EcoGentleman.com
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Health News
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