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School Break

Children get very upset if
parents are late picking
them up.

Please make every effort
fo be on fime.

Click here to view:
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We have reached the end of what has been a long, productive term. It has been very good to see so many students
attending school in person and | hope that even more students will do this in the new year. It has been wonderful to
see the rate of Covid-19 infection dropping in Qatar with fewer new cases being reported each day. | am sure that
the authorities are delighted to see this improvement, reflecting, as it does, the strong way in which everyone has
sought to follow the rules about close contact, wearing a mask and regularly washing hands.

As a school, we have been very pleased to see the hard work being done each day by the students whether in per-
son or online. There has been so much good work which the students have been doing and some of the teachers to
whom | have been speaking, have told me how impressed they have been with the quality of the students’ work.

Inevitably, in such a large school, there will also be some students who have will have found it difficult to have sus-
tained their commitment through the online learning approach and will need to return with a more focused ap-
proach in the new year. Please can | encourage you to have a good discussion with your children over the break
about their learning and commitment? If they have found it difficult to study, please encourage them to start the
new year with renewed determination to make the most of their time and opportunity. If you can then follow up
that discussion, once the new term starts, that will help them to sustain their efforts.

| have watched the Primary School’s Virtual National Day Celebration. It is wonderful! It is great to see that although
we have not been able to celebrate in person, together, the spirit, energy and commitment to the celebrations have
not been lost. It is a tremendous effort by students and staff and | congratulate everyone involved in its production.
| am sure that you will enjoy it. Thank you also to the parents for ensuring that the children arrived looking so confi-
dent and positive in their National Dress.

| am very grateful to the staff for all their incredible work throughout the first part of the year. Preparing classes for
online and in person teaching has meant double the work and | do thank them very much, as | am sure you do as
well.

| hope that you enjoy a happy Qatar National Day with your family. | also hope that you have a great winter break
and a happy New Year.

| will look forward to seeing the children back in school on Monday 4" January 2021. Sunday 3™ January is a staff
Professional development Day and no students will be in school.

Best wishes,

Stephen Meek



Assistant Principal
Message

s have been agile in their planning of their days online and in school to ensure the
d well bemg of your children.
_Thank you to all parents who have been so patient and understanding as we navigate and balance this
new way of teaching and learning within the regulatory frameworks.

Reports

Please enjoy your child’s first progress report for the school year. Your children have made such great
progress in their learning; we can see wonderful changes where children have become more competent,
confident and formed sustained relationships with teachers and peers. We hear singing of familiar
songs; we see children’s engagement in small circle times and understanding of routines and rituals that
indicate that children are learning! This is happening in school and online !

National Day

National Day celebrations and preparation have been different but so lovely this year. Even our very
youngest children are so proud of Qatar and feel the significance of National Day all around the school
and country. | wish you all the very best for the continued celebrations over the next days.

Some ideas to celebrate Qatar National Day can be found on the link below.
https://www.mallofgatar.com.ga/english/events/national-day-celebrations

On the 3™ January our Teachers will be working on the preparation for their self-study CIS visit.

Please note that our starting date for school after the winter break in Monday January 4™ 2021.

Have a joyful, restful winter break enjoying the company of your family and friends.

Thank you all for your continued support of the EEC. Together we all share the same purpose of quality
early education for our children giving them the very best start to lifelong learning.

Kind regards
Jo Ellis
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https://www.mallofqatar.com.qa/english/events/national-day-celebrations

The Importance of Mother
Tongue (English)

*Home language is the language(s) parents and grandparents speak in the home with each
other.

It sounds crazy, but the research shows that whether your home language is Qatari, Span-
ish, Hindi, Tagalog, German or any other language, using your home language at home
strengthens your child’s core abilities, and these core abilities transfer to all the academic
demands your child will encounter at school.

In an important policy brief, Dr. Linda Espinosa concludes that “Loss of the home language
has potential negative long-term consequences for [our children’s] academic, social, and
emotional development, as well as for the family dynamics.” (p.10)

For parents, rather than use English with their children, parents serve their children’s aca-
demic success and cognitive development best when they support and reinforce the home
language; at home, at the souk, or in the community.

Some parents think that because they speak Khaleeji at home and not Modern Standard
Arabic they should switch to English with their children. Speaking a home variety of Mod-
ern Standard Arabic is called ‘diglossia’ and is very common throughout the world.

If the home language is Khaleeji, it is better to support the home language; language of
heart, home, identity. The research encourages families to “continue to talk with, read to,
and sing to the child and to use the home language in everyday activities” (Spinosa, p.5).

In writing about Mother Language /Mother Tongue, the United Nations underscores the
importance of preserving [keeping] language as a means to "develop fuller awareness of
linguistic and cultural traditions throughout the world and to inspire solidarity based on un-
derstanding, tolerance and dialogue."

Learn more about the United Nations on Mother Language/Mother Tongue at UN.ORG on
Mother Language



https://www.un.org/en/events/motherlanguageday/
https://www.un.org/en/events/motherlanguageday/
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Health News
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https://www.who.int/ar/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/infant-and-young-child-feeding
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Health News

trip to protect yourself and others from COVID-19:
Check travel restrictions and testing requirements in your local
area and all places you’re planning to visit (check websites of
Ministries of Health, Ministries of Foreign Affairs and local
health authorities). Keep in mind, these policies may change
with little advance notice and your travel plans may be disrupted. If you or your family get sick or are exposed to a person
with COVID-19 during your trip, you may be isolated or quarantined and your return may be delayed. Some healthcare
systems are overwhelmed and there may be limited access to adequate medical care in affected areas if you or your fam-
ily become ill or are injured during the trip. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-
notices.html
https://covid19.moph.gov.qa/EN/Pages/Qatar-Travel-Policyy.aspx

e Get your flu shot before you travel and the recommended immunization for your children

e Bring extra supplies, such as masks and hand sanitizer.

e Know when to delay your travel. Do not travel if you or your travel companions are sick.

Wear a mask to keep your nose and mouth covered when in public settings, including on public transportation such as
airports and stations. Avoid crowded places, confined and enclosed spaces with poor ventilation.

Avoid close contact by staying at least 6 feet apart (about 2arm lengths) from anyone who is not from your travel group.

Wash your hands often or use hand sanitizer (with 70% alcohol).

e Avoid contact with anyone who is sick.
e Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
Consider testing PCR Test could improve traveler safety.

What should we do when we return home?

After you return home, watching for any symptoms of COVID-19 and seeking medical care early if you or your child
has a fever, cough, difficulty breathing or other symptoms of COVID-19 and call 16000

You might have been exposed to COVID-19 during your travels. You might feel well and not have any symptoms, but
you can be contagious without symptoms and can spread the virus to others.

After you travel, take the following steps to protect others from getting sick:

Get tested 3-5 days after your trip AND stay home for 7 days after travel.

Even if you test negative, stay home for the full 7 days.

If your test is positive, isolate yourself to protect others from getting infected.



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-planner/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
https://covid19.moph.gov.qa/EN/Pages/Qatar-Travel-Policyy.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/face-masks-public-transportation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html

EEC Club House
- O




EEC Club House

Qatar National Day
BV
ZO) ©

/18 ~December

{1 ")
"
S <
.9/ 7
.

PIC-.COLLA







(R
: ™
h
t B
N










