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Vision

Empowering students to achieve high levels of academic growth and personal wellbeing and
to be responsible citizens who are locally rooted and globally connected.
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Director’s Message

Dear Parents,

| hope that you have had a good week and that your children have made
good progress at school this week.

Thank you to those parents who have returned the consent form for their
children to be Covid-19 tested by the MOPH. We need to get a complete list
of names for the MOPH, as soon as we can, so that they can arrange a date
to come to the school to do the tests. If you have not yet signed and
returned your form, please can | ask you to do so without delay and by Sunday 19th September, at the
latest? That will enable us to make arrangements with the MOPH next week. | want to take the chance to
remind you that children under the age of 14 will only have a throat swab. It is children 14 years and older
who will have the standard PCR test.

We are sending out a questionnaire in and to parents of children aged 10 to 16. The survey
comes from the Doha International Family Institute (DIFI), the World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH),
and the World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) in partnership with Hamad Bin Khalifa University
(HBKU). They are conducting a study on the excessive use of digital technologies and its impact on health,
education and family cohesion in Qatar. This survey will take around 8-12 minutes. This is an important
topic and Pre-University Education has agreed that the survey can be sent to parents in our school. | hope
that you will want to complete it.

| am always impressed when our students want to unite what is happening in the world around them, with
what they are studying in school. The Grade 5 students are doing just that. They are doing a Unit of Inquiry
on “Government Systems and How They Influence the Lives of Citizens” and they are also reading a book in
Literacy about a refugee coming from Africa and going to America. Knowing as they do, that there are 120
refugees aged 9 to 13 from Afghanistan, in Qatar, who are about to be relocated to other parts of the
world, the students have chosen to be actively involved by preparing a School Starter Pack to give to each
of the Afghan students. This is a wonderful and generous idea and matches so well with our theme of being
able to “Take Action Locally and Make a Difference Globally.” Well done to the Grade 5 teachers and their
teachers!

Thank you to those parents who have paid their fees for the first term, during this month. The fees are due
now and | would please ask those parents who have yet to pay, to complete the payment as soon as
possible. Thank you.

Have a lovely weekend with your children.

Best wishes,

Stephen Meek
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Principal’'s message

Dear Parents,

Thank you so much for assisting the children to participate in DOT DAY!

What a tremendous turn out and expressive couple of days.

Please enjoy the gallery enclosed in this edition.

Thank you for completing and returning the Covid-19 test consent form that the

MOPH sent out. We will gather the forms and await our next steps from the Ministry

and then inform you.

I am pleased to let you know that our school wide goal at QAD this year is Student’s Achievement, Attainment and Growth.
This is of course the usual reason and function for any school at any given time. However, this year every member of our
school community has made it their team or individual goal, so this will embed our assessment policy and practices over
time. We will prepare, plan, provide, assess, support and extend, every student’s learning throughout the school year.
We use various assessment tools and strategies to track student’s growth and achievement during every Unit of Study
and Subjects. We call this Formative Assessment as it forms a progress picture over time, as students are set, aspire to
and meet their goals. The goals set come from data collected and/or student’s own performance, which are measured
against the AERO Standards within the PYP Curriculum.

You will have received a letter about our MAP testing which begins next week for students and which most of us are
familiar with. This is named as our Summative Assessment. This summarizes at any given point in time, a student’s
attainment in Maths, English Language and Reading. This will happen 3 times per year using a Standardized Test
(Software) that allows us to collect data to reflect on how we are progressing as a school. We use the Test to also
compare ourselves with other QF schools who use this test and to other students globally and of similar age. Please
ensure that your child attends school and does not miss the opportunity to be assessed in this way, in the coming 3
weeks.

As we have had a journey of disrupted education in the last 18 months, we have decided to also use the MAP testing tool
to assess our KG children this year. This is not something to be worried about. Children sit with their Teacher and tap a
game-like quiz on an IPad and with headphones on. This strategy is similar to Formative assessment that takes place
regularly as mentioned, and children find it fun to do.

After MAP and in October, we will also be assessing a selection of our students in Arabic Language using Diglossia
Standardized Tests called Tala (G3 & G4) and Mubakkir (G1&2). Again, this is not something to be worried about as our
team assess the students regularly.

Thank you for your support of our school during these testing times @

Also a HUGE thank you for sending donations to support the Afghan Refugees...please keep them coming!

Have a super weekend and stay safe.

Marie
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On behalf of the PUE Learning & Innovation Unit, could | ask you to complete
this survey if you have children between the ages of 10 and 16 years old.

The Doha International Family Institute (DIFI), World Innovation Summit for
Health (WISH), and World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) in
partnership with Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) are conducting a study on
the excessive use of digital technologies and its impact on health, education
and family cohesion in Qatar. The research team have approached PUE to help
them by sending the survey in and to parents of children aged
10-16 in our schools. This survey will take around 8-12 minutes.

Thank you for your support.
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Spotlight on Preschool

“Logic will take you from A to B. Imagination will p
take you everywhere”

Albert Einstein. \

Why do children like to pretend to cook pizza in their toy kitchen? Why do they pretend to dress up as
a pilot and fly an airplane? Why do they like to pretend to be their mums and dads and babies?
Imaginative role play helps the children to make sense of the world around them, make connections
and ask questions about the world the see around them. Through this opportunity to be creative and
imaginative, the children can ask questions, extend their vocabulary, learning new words and
phrases. Role playing also allows the children to self-regulate their emotions, especially if they are
nervous about a particular situation such as visiting the doctor. By pretending to be a doctor or nurse
in a role play area at school, they can question, think, and make sense of the doctor’s role and why
they need to visit. Imaginative role play also gives the children the opportunity to negotiate, take
turns, share resources. This simple activity of just allowing the children to immerse themselves in an
imaginary world allows the children to practice all of their curricular skills without even realizing!
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Qatar Music Academy Hosts Workshop for Music Teachers

On Saturday, September 7th, 2021, Qatar Foundation music teachers were invited to attend a two
hour Arab Percussion Music Workshop. Nine teachers from all of the QF schools attended including
the teachers at Qatar Academy, Ms. Merle Soodyall and Ms. Cheryl Heyres.

The workshop was hosted by Qatar Music Academy and led by Mr. George Oro, an Arab Percussion
teacher at Qatar Music Academy.
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The Arabic Percussion workshop was energetic and informative as teachers explored different
approaches to Arabic rhythms with engaging explanations while learning and performing different
music examples. The presenters provided materials and resources for the teachers to take back to
the schools so that they can start the percussion program with their students. This was the first of
several Arabic music workshops to follow.

QATAR MUSIC ACADEMY PARTNERS WITH QATAR ACADEMY PRIMARY SCHOOL

OUR PROGRAMS

3

MUSIC
PARTMENT -

|

If students or adults are interested in taking private Arabic or Western music lessons at Qatar Music

Academy, please contact them at ( ) or call them on 44548191. Follow them on
their social media accounts (@gatarmusicacademy) or subscribe to their monthly newsletter by
sending an email to ( ). Applications and more information are located at the
Primary School Reception Desk. You may also email Ms. Merle Soodyall ( ) and
Ms. Cheryl Heyres ( ) for more information.
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Lnfernational
Dot Day
Seplember 15™ 20| |

Celebrating Creativity, Confidence and Collaboration

Millions of children around the world celebrated International Dot Day this week. Qatar
Academy students and teachers used their talents and energy to highlight the day in their
daily teaching and learning as well as through special activities planned for the students.

Inspired by the book, The Dot by Peter Reynolds, students were encouraged to “make a
mark” regardless of how small it may be, to be brave and confident knowing that they can
make a difference in the world.
Students and teachers recognized and celebrated the day by wearing dots.
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[ [ SUNDAY | MONDAY | Tuesoar | webNesbar | THURsDAY
BREAKFAST
Milk Low Fat Yoghurt Milk Low Fat Yoghurt Milk
Watermelon Dice Dried Apricots Pears Apple Banana

VEGETABLE RelToTETgV L Reor 1. T )

Carrots & Corn

Carrot & Broccoli

Dil & Cucumber

Char Grill Pepper & Corn

Baked Apricot Doughnuts
Mozarella Stick

Beetroot Bread
& Boiled Egg

Calzone Margherita

Oat And Banana Cookies
& Triangle Cheese

Brasied Chicken
& Feta Sandwich

LUNCH

Low Fat Yoghurt

Laban

Low Fat Yoghurt

Laban

Low Fat Yoghurt

Apple

Orange Wedges

Dry Figs

Pineapple Dice

Watermelon Dice

VEGETABLE French Lentil Salad

Chickpea and cous cous

Corn & Cucumber

Fattoush

Carrot & Raisin

Chicken Biryani
! Cucumber Raita

Baked Fish Finger &
Toamto Salsa
Roasted Potato

Meat Balls
Steamed Rice

Spaghetti Bolognaise

Black Eyed Bean Stew
Steamed Rice

QF - School Classroom Meals - September 26™ - 30" - 2021

| SUNDAY | MONDAY | TUESDAY | weonespar | THURSDAY
BREAKFAST

Milk Laban Milk Laban Milk

Pears Banana Orange g Dices Dried Apricots

VEGETABLE Broccoli & Carrot

Cilantro Cucumber

Carrot & Raisin

Capsicum & Comn

Cucumber Carrot Crudites

VEGETABLE

Carrot Crudites

Scrambled Egg Chicken Focaccia Pi i h Bi Dates Roll
with Whole Wheat Bagel Sandwich SARSEORNS Zaatar Lt AtnatiHes & Traigle Cheese
Low Fat Yoghurt Laban Low Fat Yoghurt Laban Low Fat Yoghurt
Dry Figs Pineapple Dice Apple Banana Watermelon Dice

Oriental salad Classic Three Beans Salad Cucumber & s i

Cous Cous Salad

& Quinoa Salad

Beef Burger Beetroot
Bun Cheese Sauce
Grilled Marrow & Carrot

Stir Fried Beef
Roasted Potato

[Sweet Potato & Lentil Stew|
Steamed Rice

Chicken Machboos
with Tomato Sailsa

Fish Tikka &
Tomato Salsa
Potato Puree
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