a6 G oJalAl
"\ Qatar Academy

£=<  AKHBAR JLsi

@@ C.

1hb dwwd b g r : Sws &
Memberona::l?;:Jnnﬁ Prlmary SChOOl qleJJ.IJI CLLUJJQ.”
February 3, 2022 ISSUE | 19 www.qataracademy.edu.qa

- IV

/
- -] /

L

agyll
G1iblgo Igauny ol olsjllg osals il goill Go aule Ciligiuso Giiai 3o lgilib g1sai I @393l - phs aiayaldl o
pllall le guaidiog dflaoll pgislal 5 Gu3aio julgduo
Vision
Empowering students to achieve high levels of academic growth and personal wellbeing and to be responsible

citizens who are locally rooted and globally connected.
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Director’s Message

Dear Parents,

I am delighted to let you know that the President of Pre-University Education,
Ms. Abeer Al Khalifa has announced that Mr. Mehdi Benchaabane will be the
next Director of Qatar Academy Doha from August 2022. Mehdi is currently the
Executive Director of Learning and Innovation in PUE and has been supporting
schools across the division with strategic initiatives. Mehdi already knows well
the school and many of the faculty and | am sure that this will make for a very

smooth transition. Please join me in congratulating Mehdi upon his appointment

and in welcoming him to QAD.

It has been good to welcome the students back into the school buildings this week, for the resumption of in-
person teaching and learning. Overall, attendance has been good, so thank you for supporting your children.
Unfortunately, we have already had a few positive Covid-19 cases this week in both the Senior School and the
Primary School, which has meant that students and staff have had to be tested as close contacts. All of us
want to do everything we can to minimize the risk of infection, so please do be very cautious and, if your child
shows any signs of symptoms which could be Covid-19, please keep them at home until they have recovered.
Please also make sure that, if there are any positive cases in your household, you do not send any of the
children to school until the relevant quarantine period is over. Thank you for your help with these important
precautions.

Please can | also remind you that every student needs to have undertaken a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) again
this week, up to 48 hours before they come to the school on Sunday morningéth February? This is in
accordance with MOEHE requirements. The test can be at home or at a clinic. You will need to complete the
declaration, once again, to state that the test has been taken and that the result is negative. The Senior School
and the Primary School will communicate with you directly, but will both be following the same procedures as
last week.

A reminder that next Tuesday, 8th February is the National Sports Day and thus the school will be closed and
there will be no classes for any students on that day. If you are thinking of coming to Education City on
Tuesday, for any other reason, then please be informed that it is a Car Free day in Education City, so you would
need to park in one of the car parks and use one of the trams.

Have a very good weekend with your children.

Best wishes,

Stephen Meek
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Principal’s Message

Dear Parents,

| hope that you and your family are well, fit and healthy!
| would like to express my support and sympathy if your child’'s class has been impacted by

Corona and having to quarantine this week. | know how hard this must be for families with multiple
children and | truly wish to support you in any way that | can. Feel free to contact me and air your
frustrations during this challenging time.

If your children are in quarantine next week and miss wearing their football shirts and their Sports outside, please assure them that
they will have their turn when they return, in the form of their own event.

You will have seen from the Director's SMS that we will follow the MOEHE directives, and that you need to home test every child again
for entry into school this Sunday 6th. The Primary School will ask you for the printed declaration again and we will issue a different
coloured tag to attach to each school bag, allowing us to track students all week. Hopefully this won't be something that we, or you
have to do for a sustained period of time, but it is expected for now.

The students have enjoyed International Week and are loving the Football Shirts that represent The QAD Road to 2022. Thank you for
facilitating that. There are more shirts in transit if you haven't received them yet.

Next week we are taking our PE lessons outside for each class, remaining in our bubbles. We are practicing our ball skills in
preparation for our QAD 2022 football competition. Each class will be doing laps around the track and fields, using their ball skills and
tallying their laps as they go. There is a surprise for the winning class in each Phase!

As next week is National Sports Day and we are closed on Tuesday 8th February, plus we're having Sports outside all week, children
may wear their sportswear all 4 days: This could be their PE kit, their Road to 2022 Shirt, their House Team shirt or House Team
colours.

Good News — We have had a handful of Parents let us know that they feel the school day is too long currently and could we please
shorten it. And yes, we can! During the course of the day the students have a combined lunch and play which is 50 minutes long in their
schedule. We are making this 40 minutes long, therefore shaving 10 minutes off the dismissal time, which from Sunday 6th February
will be 1:50pm in Primary School (KG-G5).

Please enjoy the pictures in this edition of Akhbar. You will see your children enjoying International Week and at PAWS!

PAWS is an Animal Rescue Center and the G5 students are passionate about their cause and wish to start a school partnership with
them. They wish to link it to their G5 Exhibition and Action, so this week we sent the Ambassadors of the project to visit the Center and
bring back their inquiries. Watch this space for further news on this!

Have a super weekend and enjoy the Sporty/Healthy Tuesday!
Marie
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Counselor’s Corner

Greetings from the School Counselor!

It has been a joy to welcome students back to campus and hear their laughter
and stories from the break.

Now that school is back in full swing, routines are more important now than
ever and great ways to increase your child’'s sense of responsibility. Children

who are involved in routines at home tend to do better in school. This includes
after school and on the weekends—from mornings, to homework, to play time, to eating, and to bedtime.

The most important part of building a routine is making sure it is consistent. This can be difficult when there
are disruptions to your child’'s schooling, but important still to maintain. A fun activity for younger children is
building a visual schedule. You can turn this into an art activity with them where they can draw/color/paint
each activity on an activity card!

For older children, you can ask them to help you construct a family calendar that includes all upcoming events
and tasks: homework, school projects, birthday celebrations, and sports practices, for example. This can
appear as a daily agenda, weekly schedule, or monthly calendar.

In wellness,
Miss Hannah

PYP School Counselor

Image sourced from
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Last week our students demonstrated
their school spirit on Wacky Hair day and
Face painting day.

Even though it was online school days
they showed some creativity and fun
with their wacky hair and faces.

K

Ibrahim Nasser Al ...
1

g

ammed Saad ... bdulla Ali
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Back to school!

Students were very excited to return to school after a long holiday break and online learning.
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This was a brilliant list that students IN 3B came up to remind one another of some test taking tips.
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Gradeb students in Action

PAWS is an Animal Rescue Center and the G5 students are passionate about their cause and wish
to start a school partnership with them. They wish to link it to their G5 Exhibition and Action, so
this week we sent the Ambassadors of the project to visit the Center and bring back their inquiries.
Watch this space for further news on this!
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Hamza AlKuwari from Grade 2B, 8 years old is following his father’s

footsteps and proudly learning the skill of taking care of and training
falcons. His goal is to participate in the MARMI Festival competition when he
is old enough, just like his father has.
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