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Our Guiding Statements

Vision
Empowering students to achieve high levels of academic growth
and personal wellbeing and to be responsible citizens who are
locally rooted and globally connected.

Mission
At Qatar Academy Doha we offer a rigorous academic program with
strong Arabic and Islamic Studies. Our school community develops
and challenges learners to be active, internationally-minded citizens
who demonstrate environmental consciousness.

Values
At Qatar Academy Doha we are SAFE, RESPECTFUL
and RESPONSIBLE |[earners.

Cultivating a Sustainable Mindset
e
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Director's Message

Dear Parents,

I wrote last week about the systems and process which we use whenever we
have a positive case within the school. It turned out to be good timing to
explain the situation, as over the weekend, we did have some additional
positive cases in the school. I know that both the Senior School Principal,
Steve Thompson, and the Primary School Principal, Marie Green, wrote to the
parents in their sections to explain the current situation. We do not want to
bombard parents with Covid-19 notifications, but we do want to be clear and
transparent about what is taking place within the school. I hope that we have
got the balance right.

There was an interesting article in the Qatar Peninsula newspaper this week
quoting Mohammed Al Bashri, Adviser to the Minister of Education and
Higher Education, saying that recorded Covid-19 infections are less than one
percent in schools and that therefore there is no need for schools to close. I
have seen similar advice about schools in the UK saying that there is very little
transmission of infection within schools. This makes sense to me. Schools are
well-ordered and regulated environments where students and staff follow the
rules. In this case, that means students and staff do wear their masks properly,
they do maintain social distancing, they do wash their hands regularly and
they also use sanitizer regularly. If we maintain these protocols, we will all be
safe.

I continue to encourage you to send your children to school for blended
learning, so that they can learn with their teacher in person, for at least half of
the week. The evidence indicates that students do learn best in that
environment and also have the additional benefit of social interaction with
their peers, which is so important in term of personal wellbeing and social
development.

I hope that you and your family are keeping safe and that you will have a good
weekend together.

Best wishes,

Stephen Meek
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Dear Parents,

What an interesting ten days it has been.

As you are aware we had 4 positive cases of Covid last week and 143 students, plus 9 staff
were tested. I am extremely pleased to announce that NONE of the results of the tests have
come back positive. Everyone tested negative. I would also like to share that there have been
zero transmissions of Covid in the Primary School and that though unfortunate, all cases
have been brought into the school from outside. With a student body of 948, this is pretty
remarkable. It goes to show how safe, clean and socially responsible, every member of our
school is being. I would like to thank all of our parents for being so proactive, caring,
understanding and socially responsible. What a great community effort.

ASAs / Clubs

Thank you for your ongoing support of our 'precautionary pause' for in-person ASAs/Clubs.
We are hoping to restart ASAs/Clubs the week of February 28th. Please check Schoolsbuddy
for ASAs/Club updates and information. For paid Clubs, the two paused sessions will be
added to the end of the term.

Donations Needed
You will see included in this edition an appeal for pillows and blankets for cats and dogs,
from some of our children. Your contribution is greatly appreciated.

Virtual Book Fairs and Authors.

You will also see attachments for our Virtual Book Fairs happening in the next couple of
weeks. We also have visiting Authors presenting virtually. Please scroll down for further
information.

In summary: There are 3 Virtual Book Fairs where book selection and payment is all done
from home online. Families pay direct to the vendor and the school is not involved in this.

There are 4 Author Presentations and Author Book Sales: 3 presentations are in English and
1 is in Arabic. Families pay for any orders direct to the vendor or payment on delivery to the
home.

How will school help with Authors: Author Presentations can be shown in school or at home
and classes and students can participate by clicking on the link. Master copies of the order
forms will be shown in Library sessions.

How will school help with the Virtual Book Fairs: Library sessions will allow access to the
full range of the Book Fair titles virtually and computers will be set up for student perusal.

We have just submitted our final application to become an eco-school by applying for the
GREEN FLAG Award. I will keep you posted!

Have a super safe weekend.

Marie
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Sustainability in Action

QAD Primary continues its mission
towards being certified as an
'Eco-school’
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We are on a mission to capture the otef—‘
Green Flag Award
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QAD
ECO Code
2020-2021
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Student Leaders have worked hard to develop our new school Eco Code.

Amna 3C, Eco Warrior, shared the Eco Code with her class

Check out our
Sustainability Notice
Board for updates
and information
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Sustainability

'Cultivating a Sustainable Mindset'

Conceptual Understanding Empowers
QAD ChangeMakers!

An !m,urrg/ (ni® The ImPact of climate

Ll. Fe Be | - | Jater 5 Change and Howﬂe efFects Lire Beiow |
. . . ChOT'@CS Due
Grade 5 students are busy linking their | T Pollutien

exhibition projects to the Sustainable | -
Development Goals. Students ,
have developed their central idea and | |
are currently working hard on their b o« e -
lines of inquiry. |

We are all excited to support our
Grade 5 students meet this important
milestone in their PYP journey.
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Community Action

Empathy & Community Action
Dog Food and Blanket Collection Feb 13th - Feb 25th

Looking for donations of:
Blanket, Duvet, Dog beds, Big Cushions,
Big Pillows, Dog Food and Dog Treats.
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» CHANCE

RESCUE
QATAR

We are a Non-Profit organisation

dedicated to rehabilitating and

re-homing the animals in our

sheter’s care’

ok.com/2ndchancerescueqatar

cerescuc
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QAD Book Fair

QAD Book Week: Feb 21 - March 4!
Virtual Author/Book Fair Schedules
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Students at school will join with their teacher. Students at home, please join using the link next to the
grade, time and day of the sessions you prefer.

There will be a Q and A session after each reading. Students must type questions into the chat box.
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Click here for more
information



https://drive.google.com/file/d/10x5c_2YfF_7lOA_8SLSo07F3m2EX9z1M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10x5c_2YfF_7lOA_8SLSo07F3m2EX9z1M/view?usp=sharing
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Important Notices

Parent and Caregiver Workshop Announcement

The Learning Center and Qatar Academy Schools will be offering a
workshop on the following topic:

Interventions for Common Early Years Behaviors

Date: Tuesday February 23

Time: 12:30pm
Link:

This workshop is for Parents, Nannies, and Caregivers

This workshop will address the questions that every parent or caregiver has:

What are normal behaviors for my child's age?
Why is my child behaving like this?
What can | do to help?
| think something may be wrong, what should | do?

Hew can | arrange my home for virtual leaming?

Presenter Bio:

Shariffah Azzaam is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst from F'Ennsrlﬁ.rania USA. She holds a Masters in Special
Education and a Post Masters Certification in Applied Behavior Analysis. She has been the Behavior Specialist for
Qatar Academy Schools for 5 years and has over 20 years experience working in the Education Sector. She is an

international speaker who has presented both locally and Internationally at Applied Behavior Analysis International,
Global Autism CFt:rnference, and EdEx Qatar. She specializes in g?eha*.ric:r Interventions.

Date: Tuesday February 23

Time: 12:30pm
Link: meet.google.com/khk-xkfw-tgs

Thisworkshop is for Parents, Nannies, and Caregivers
This workshop will address the questions that every parent or caregiver has:
What are normal behaviors for my child’'s age?
Why is my child behaving like this?
What can | do to help?
| think something may be wrong, what should | do?
How can | arrange my home for virtual learning?



https://meet.google.com/khk-xkfw-tgs

