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Out of Plastic
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Arab World Spotlight Challenge Winner Tayiba Muzaferij - Out of Plastic

Arab World Spotlight Challenge Winner Hessa Al Hitmi - Out of Plastic
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QF teachers helping students grow a green thumb

BAN
PLASTIC

BAGS IN
THATAR

Qatar Green Building Council encourages people to take climate action
into their own hands
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Student at QF school believes it is her duty to pass on to others How QF is helping Qatar win the battle against plastic

what she has learned

Lhire #
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Qatar Foundation students’ campaign
calls for ban on plastic bags in country

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

STUDENT activists at a Qatar
Foundation (QF) school are
taking a stand against plastic
bags, and calling for people
across the country to support
their efforts to protect the envi-
ronment.

A group of 45 students at
Qatar Academy Doha’s (QAD)
Primary School have added
their voice to worldwide calls
for action to address the critical
environmental issues facing the
planet, launching an initiative
that aims to raise awareness
about the impact of single-use
plastic bags, and ultimately
lead to them being banned in
Qatar.

The Activists in Action cam-
paign, which was launched this
week, saw 130 students repre-
senting the student leadership
of QAD, which is part of QF’s
Pre-University Education, cov-
ering the school’s walls and
floors using plastic bags and
plastic bottles collected by stu-
dents, parents and teachers, to
illustrate the amount of plastic
waste that society creates.

“This isn’t fair to our plan-
et,” said Maha al Thani, a Grade
5 student who is involved in the
initiative. “We’re doing this to
spread awareness about the im-
pact that continuing to treat our
Earth like this is going to have
on us, and the animals and the
wildlife.

Campaigner Khalid Abdel-
baset al Shaibei, a Grade 5 QAD
student, said: “Qatar is one of

the leaders of sustainability in
the Middle East, and I believe
that people within Qatar Foun-
dation will be passionate about
this initiative.

“I'feel very lucky to take part
in the Activists in Action initia-
tive. After 10 weeks of planning
our campaign, we are keen to
keep going and we're not going
to stop — this is about banning
plastic bags, and once we have
done this, we’re going to have
new initiatives.”

The students also hope to
collect 10,000 names on a peti-
tion to be presented to Qatar’s
leadership, calling for the coun-
try to join the global effort to
reduce single-use plastic waste.

“I think that this is going
to change our future and we're
going to have a better world as
a result,” said Grade 5 student
Tayiba Muzaferija. “Other peo-
ple will follow what Qatar did
and we can show them that
we can do this — we can help
change the world.

“If we implement a ban on

single-use plastic bags before
the 2022 World Cup, it would
help a lot, because during the
tournament the population of
the country will increase mas-
sively and that means we will
have more plastic.”

Jess Hoffman, PE Teacher
and After School Activities Co-
ordinator at QAD, explained
how the students, with the sup-
port of the leadership and teach-
ers at QAD, built on their origi-
nal idea for helping to protect
the environment. “We pitched
an idea to a group of Grade 4
students: what if we ban plastic
bags?” she said. “And their re-
sponse was let’s doiit’.

“Together, we started talk-
ing about what this campaign
would look like, and what ex-
actly we can do and how we can
do it, and the students have all
been phenomenal. The idea be-
hind this campaign is obviously
to create change, but it also
teaches them leadership skills
such as organisation, outreach,
communication and being able

to present their ideas.”

Elizabeth Kennedy, Wellbe-
ing Facilitator at QAD, added:
“These students are getting ex-
posure to all sorts of different
things that support what we do
here at QAD in terms of edu-
cation and development. Our
students are developing the
skills, knowledge and the con-
fidence to be responsible global
citizens. We aim to nurture our
students’ academic and per-
sonal growth through authentic
learning opportunities.

“We've taken sustainability
and woven it into our curricu-
lum, and we’re activating kids
at different ages and stages to
think about sustainability. If
this is what students are doing
in Grade 5, just imagine what
they’re going to be doing by the
time they get to Grade 12 and
beyond, how knowledgeable
they’re going to be, and the role
they are going to be playing in
actively engaging their commu-
nity to be more sustainable on
the global stage.”

By Joey Aguilar
Staff Reporter

quipped with a digital
Eplatform for distance

learning, Qatar Academy
Doha (QAD) is all set to hold on-
line classes for its students amid
the novel coronavirus (Cov-
id-19) pandemic, the school’s
director, Stephen Meek has said.

“QOur faculty prepared very
thoroughly in their depart-
ments in advance of the school
being closed so that they were
ready for any eventuality for a
move to online learning,” he told
Gulf Times.

Meek said they use Google
Classroom daily with nor-
mal classroom teaching and
communication between stu-
dents and faculty who are now
familiar with such platform.

The Ministry of Education
and Higher Education earlier
announced that public schools
are required to adopt a distance
learning system while private
schools in the country have
been urged to apply a similar
programme as a precautionary
measure against Covid-19.

“Once we knew the school
was closing, High School and
Middle School principals spoke
to all the students in their re-
spective schools before the
school closed to explain QAD’s
expectations and exactlyhow we
were going to continue to learn,
while not sharing a physical
classroom” Meek said.

He said QAD followed the
normal school schedule but
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QAD offers uninterrupted learning
through distance education

By Joey Aguilar
Staff Reporter
istance learning amid a
pandemic such as the
coronavirus  disease
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Stephen Meek, director, QAD.

with slightly shortened lesson
periods for faculty and students
to meet for the usual classes.

Students sign in when they
join a class and have to complete
a particular question or task at
the end of the class as an “exit
ticket”, Meek added.

He noted that attendance
rates have been good and the
school immediately informs
parents, either through email or
phone call, if their children fail
to join the class. “Parents have
been very pleased that we are
contacting them in this way.”

“Assignments are completed
through Google Classroom and
the faculty member marks them
and returns them through the
same platform. We have done a
number of formative pieces of
work and are now working to-
wards summative assignments,”
Meek said. “We are looking at
ways to ensure that the integrity
of the work is maintained”

“Lead Teachers of each Grade
in the Primary School and of

aesn Jdlblbo
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QATAR
QAD fully equipped for e-learnin

QAD uses Google Classroom with normal classroom teaching and communication between students

and faculty.

each department in the Sen-
ior School are members of each
class in their grade or depart-
ment, so that they can join any
of these classes at any time, to
support the learning which is
taking place. Administrative
staff can also join classes,” he
added.

QAD is also educating stu-
dents on Covid-19 precaution-
ary measures by conducting
information sessions in class
and assemblies to explain the
importance of hygiene, hand
washing, and social distancing,

4 Gulf Times

among others, Meek said.

While the school has hand
sanitiser dispensers in every
classroom, he said they also in-
stalled more at relevant areas
and in the corridors.

Besides posters (both in Ara-
bic and English), QAD also con-
tinued sending reminders to its
community about the personal
measures which people can do
to avoid contagion.

“T have been impressed by the
way the students took part in
raising social awareness about
the measures which we need to

Thursday, April 30,2020

@ QATAR
Parents too play crucial role in

take to keep ourselves and ow
community safe. Many videos
/images /messages/materials
sent by students and posted or
our official channels encourage
the community to stay at home
and to use hand sanitiser,” Meek
said.

“It has also been good to see
images of the students study-
ing from home. As these images
are taken by the parents, it is ¢
reminder of the fact that par-
ents are doing a wonderful jot
in supporting their children’s
learning,” he added.

online learning: QAD officials

By Joey Aguilar
Staf Reporter
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pleted before we moved tohome  “Asa result, parents now have
learning. Students have also  the ability to receive constant
completed Extended Essays updates and communication
that have been forwarded to the  from the school, whi]

IBO which are also moderated?  sult in a more effective online
Thompson said. learning experience for our stu-

part from teachers and
Ame use of advanced

chnology, parents also
play a key role in the success of
distance learning, according to
principals at Qatar Academy
Doha (QAD)

QAD High School Principal
Steven Thompson underscored ~ Steven Thomson
the importance of parents and assessments in class to create lessons and activities and to
teachers working closely to- many strategies such as assign-  grade 12 will be evaluated, well-rounded measure of each maintain a structured learning
gether for the latter to gather ing short-timed activities and  Thompson said IB final exams ~students learning headded.  experience.
feedback on frustration levels, more formative regular assess- have been cancelled for this year. ile the IBO have not fi-  About student’s evaluation,
o . . stress, engagement and under-  ments daily to determine im-  Also cancelled are the e-as- malised how students will be Menand said QAD’s teachers are
have paid off” said Sama Ayoub, before the Covid-19 outbreak. available even after designated  united nations, robotics etc? clildrenabout lessons and et tanding ‘mediately ",e Students’ level of  sessments, which are the cul- evaluated they wil endeavourto  working on developing many
agrade 11 student of Qatar Acad- _Ayoub said that the need for  school hours to communicate  Rashed al-Nuaimi, also a grade  ods of education used remotely. /e wil continue to adapt understanding mination of the Middle Years ensureitis consistent and based different ways fo evaluate the
emy Doha (QAD), about her ex- distance learning at a time hk ‘where students can seek further 11 student, said distance learning My evaluation of e-] 1eam-nz ex- learning to best fit students, “l'mlarge(assessmems teach- ngmnme (MYP) at theendof ~ on common work produced by ~learning of students remotely.
perience of the. . this became a guidance, which “I believe has venenceatQ and listen to our parents and ers are using inquiry learning  Grade I all students?” ‘These methods include hav-

ted hat 35 studenis  sue for 1th grade students ke increased e benefl received  wilh teachrs hrough 1o and g is not a new in This  Srudents to lear of ther chal- and having tudentsembed thic LOur Grade 10 students will Ml School Principal  ing stadents submit work in 4
at QAD, which adopts the In-  her taking part in the IB Diploma i i i i lenges and attempt to work even mal experiences and context ~ continue to be assessed by Howard Menand shares the same  timed format so that “we are
ternational Baccalaureate (IB) Programme. ‘Asked about what she missed platform, apart from emails and  Another parent, Zahara, ech-  more closely asa feamtoensures nto.the required work. Teach-  teachers and that will make up view and experience, ighlighting coran heyanswered the es-
system, they are equipped “This is due to the fact that the  most about school, Ayoub said  Google classroom. oed the same statement saying quality learning” he told Gulf ~ers are also having students cre-  their report gmdes at the end  the importance of cnmmul\mal tions on their
and prepared to adapt to such IB relies on external examination first is the lively classroom en- Mohamed Anan, anothergrade  that distance learning or remote

(Covid-19) provides not only
wironment for both
teachers and students but also
anopportunity to take advantage
of technology to make education
‘more interesting and effective.
“While being implemented
for the first time on a local and
bal scale, my experience with
distance learning has proven  Sama Ayoub
its effectiveness and the results

-
‘As well, students have com-  dents” Menand sai

pleted practice exams under full  For QAD Senior School, he

exam taking conditions that in-  noted that the most important

formpredicted gradeswhichwill  programme they use is Goog-

also be provided and informed le Classroom, which allows

to the IBO for final evaluation. teachers to communicate di-

Dr Howard Menand This is combined with teacher  rectly with the students: post

Rashed al-Nuaimi Sana Alavi

Yasser al-Nuaimi

Times, adding that they are us-  ate original work using video, of the year. As well, personal ingconstantly with pare He said some classes require

circumstances. that assumes the learning across ~ vironment and atmosphere that Gl student, said QAD's online work is the future. ing Go to Meeting. text and images. In this way, the  projects are forwandeq. 1o the Hesmdbyenlmndnglheuuse that students submit videos
Duetothenaturcofthecourse  the two yearsof the diploma to  gave them an opportumity o learning kept him protected and _ +Our ol as parents s to pro- He thanked parents for taking  teacher can better ensure the  World B for moderation and - of Powerschool, QAD's student  demonstrating The. successtul
and despite the Covid-1: be consistent while meeting the ige in class discussions and  safe from Covid-19. vide an appropriate and healthy of support, i ic? he said. msistency” he said. information management sys-  completion of their work.

demic, Ayoub said they slrem‘ly sylldbus requirements of cachin-  group work, which both ae ef-  “In terms of preventing the  nvironment for stadying in

reioction and assstamce aewell  For  tests, Thompson said  For Grade 12 students, tem, they have activated an app  “More . recently, . teachers
completed almost all of their dividual subject? she said. fective learning aspects, “fol-  spread of Covid-19 and protect- ~ these exceptional circumstances,

as organisation and time man-  students can video themselves Thompson noted that the goalis  that allows them to send regular  are experimenting with using

learning online: from research, “However, after continuing lowed by the IB programme and  ing myself and my family, as well  and encourage them to organise agement with the students. writing the assessment and  to make sure all students across  communication to the parents a camera to live stream their
projects and presenlanons the school year through dis-  ones that we rely on a daily basis ~ as society as a whole, Thave not  and manage their time,” she sald ‘The QAD faculty prepared in  submit it with the test. There the world are assessed in the regarding lesson attendance completion of an assessment.
to quizzes, among ot tance learning, I am grateful for prior to remote learning”” gone out of the house since the  Primary Years Progx advance a digital platform (vir-  are also test-taking software  same way with consistent ex-  grades, and a daily bulletin. Through this technique the

“Where e“enn:\lly “the use  the support of the school and  “1also miss the diversityinthe  boginning of the closure of all ordinator Sana Alavi said that  tual learning) for ther students  progiammes that willock out  pectations. i 5 il world, where we  {eache s able o wateh the st
of technology and online plat- staff that have done their best methods and sources of learning,  schools to comply with the di-  programmes such as Seesaw and i case sharing a physical class-  access to other software during The world exams only make don't have the luxury of regular ~dent complete the work in real-

forms is submerged with our  to ensure our remote learning such as physically going to the rections of the Qatar national ~Google Classroom serve as QAD's
education. Thus, these expe  experience will not put us at a - library and after-sehoolsessions leadership? he added. main_platform for e-learning,
riences and gained skills have disadvantage upon writing the for certain subjects” she said.  Sharing his view, experience providing students to have a
become very useful during this ~ May 2021 exams, that are an ac-  “Personally, the most important and assessment on distance edu-  voice, choice and ownership.
time,” she added. cumulation of two years’ worth  aspeet I mis of school s the  cationasaparent, Yaseral Nual-  She said students work sub-
QAD has been oflean activities 1 in-  misaid: “Direct follow-upisdone  missions on Seesaw and Google
with an e-learning platform and She a5k hat. s and on i aily ob-  Classroom are evaluated by the
readied ts faculty in advanceeven  staff members at QAD are also  such as student council, model  servation and discussion withmy  teacher.

Toom may not be possible due o test writing.
the current situation. “Teachers are employing a ment. Students also complete  students, the ability to commu- tion” Menand explained.

Thompson underlined the ~combination of these assess- internal assessments during nicate with parents consistently “In general, our move to on-
importance of evaluating stu- ment strategies and research-  both Grade 11 and Grade 12 that isreally important. The consist- line learning has _challenged
dents as it helps the teacher ing alternatives to find the best are forwarded to the IBO where ent parent communication is us in a positive way to become
leow if leamers fave andsr- - methodsinahommelearningset-  they are modersted to ensure it vital because we relyon parents - more iomovative and creative in
stood or mastered a concept or  ting}' he n isconsistentworldwide. more so than ever to be an im-  the ways that we use technology
skl Koot the litest updates re- will still continue as  portant partner in the learning  to support teaching and learn-
Tachers, b noted, employed  garding the B exams and how  these assessments were com.  process? hesaid. ing?

up part of the consistent assess- face-to-face contact with our time but from a remote loca-
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Qatar Academy student
bags first positionin
AWS challenge

Qatar Foundation International and
SIMA Classroom recently organised
Arab World Spotlight (AWS)
challenge and invited students

to ‘explore the complex issues of
stereotyping, discrimination and
diversity and to take action through
the creation of a collaborative
digital media project” Maha N
al-Thani, a student of Grade V

at Qatar Academy, bagged first
position in the challenge for her
thoughtful, multimedia reflection on

a featured film of her choosing.
“The experience was very fun...
finding out that | made the top five
was one of the best days in my
life. | was filled with many different
emotions and | was very pleased
with my results,” Maha said.

Maha chose a short film, titled
Fledgling, which details the journey
of hope for a boy within a refugee
camp — who chooses to keep his
mind focused on positivity in the
midst of his circumstances.
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Young activists in Qatar call for

action against plastic bags

Doha: Student activists at a Qatar Foundation school are taking a stand against plastic bags - and
calling for people across the country to support their efforts to protect the environment.

A group of 45 students at Qatar Academy Doha’s (QAD) Primary School have added their voice to
worldwide calls for action to address the critical environmental issues facing the planet, launching
an initiative that aims to raise awareness about the impact of single-use plastic bags, and
ultimately lead to them being banned in Qatar.

The Activists in Action campaign, which was launched this week, saw 130 students representing
the student leadership of QAD, which is part of Qatar Foundation's Pre-University Education,
cover the school's walls and floors using plastic bags and plastic bottles collected by students,
parents, and teachers, to illustrate the amount of plastic waste that society creates.

“This isn't fair to our planet.” said Maha Al Thani, a Grade 5 student who is involved in the
initiative. “We're doing this to spread awareness about the impact that continuing to treat our
earth like this is going to have on us, and the animals and the wildlife of this earth.

“It is important to have an initiative like this; one that addresses an issue that is going to impact
on us and our future. It came to us last year when a group of us were thinking of ideas, and we
just thought ‘let’s try to help ban plastic’. Now we are trying to encourage other people to think
the same by showing them pictures of how we're treating the earth, how it was before, and how
this change is impacting on plants, animals, and us.”

aufaiw il gulSUI hal alas Ygilhy b duuwje il

slagram & Whatsapp ©

Agexdl 0000 0 e g T - gl

Coogie Meran

Al asloa) SBogRs Ac ) Wb 2algh pladie 0 ols Beile R e s D Jlasiel o Sall ol gl Auawdo (s ol ey

dgall slaf pans

Wi o Aulell Ak Cusf Aloledl Asgal e AaysiSt o Aullad i) Alspad g Lits 48 o Scqazs WBEALS] oI Sgealan I

RS il g gl Bl Alas il afef ek o0 Ramal Ll LAAEN Safar Jal (o gaall ghb e jay ool

o b Lot ALl [ 2 20098 slatledl Sis BT nn

sy s sl ol S ey stSE g Sudlesl) Sslatt (o Al e Lotk 130 a5l gital gl IS Alasl iy
atanll Sinte) o0 8uSxte i Ol Guns pungll i o dgyly ol o il 85wl Ll LS plastol
g 5l il g rcgi pld yml] Byaleall IS (0 graasit 1Bjalaall o CHRT | plig <ymelall wiall j5é &l lole T il T o CRdg
Sl Blally il peleyg luls pdos Las gl i e iy Sletes s oy

Blog With Us

DIGITAL NETWORK

Shopping Guide v

2021-2020 (sq iudl jypa il g3l - yhs dpayalsi

48



A~

B

+974 4454 2000 Loils
+974 4454 2028 yuslo

1bo angall ,1129 aupll (§gaio

Tel +974 4454 2000
Fax +974 4454 2028
P.0.Box 1129, Doha - Qatar

www.qataracademy.edu.qa




