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Vision

Empowering students to achieve high levels of academic growth and personal wellbeing and to
be responsible citizens who are locally rooted and globally connected.

sdthompson@qgf.org.ga

rnaji@qgf.org.qga

dsmith@qf.org.qa

nanderson@gf.org.qa
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Director’'s Message

Dear Parents,

| hope that you have had a good week and that your children have made good progress at school this week.
Thank you to those parents who have returned the consent form for their children to be Covid-19 tested by the
MOPH. We need to get a complete list of names for the MOPH, as soon as we can, so that they can arrange a date
to come to the school to do the tests. If you have not yet signed and returned your form, please can | ask you to
do so without delay and by Sunday 19th September, at the latest? That will enable us to make arrangements
with the MOPH next week. | want to take the chance to remind you that children under the age of 14 will only
have a throat swab. It is children 14 years and older who will have the standard PCR test.

We are sending out a questionnaire in English and Arabic to parents of children aged 10 to 16. The survey comes
from the Doha International Family Institute (DIFI), the World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH), and the World
Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) in partnership with Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU). They are
conducting a study on the excessive use of digital technologies and its impact on health, education and family
cohesion in Qatar. This survey will take around 8-12 minutes. This is an important topic and Pre-University
Education has agreed that the survey can be sent to parents in our school.

| hope that you will want to complete it. | am always impressed when our students want to unite what is
happening in the world around them, with what they are studying in school. The Grade 5 students are doing just
that. They are doing a Unit of Inquiry on “Government Systems and How They Influence the Lives of Citizens”
and they are also reading a book in Literacy about a refugee coming from Africa and going to America. Knowing
as they do, that there are 120 refugees aged 9 to 13 from Afghanistan, in Qatar, who are about to be relocated
to other parts of the world, the students have chosen to be actively involved by preparing a School Starter Pack
to give to each of the Afghan students. This is a wonderful and generous idea and matches so well with our
theme of being able to “Take Action Locally and Make a Difference Globally.” Well done to the Grade 5 teachers
and their teachers!

Thank you to those parents who have paid their fees for the first term, during this month. The fees are due now
and | would please ask those parents who have yet to pay, to complete the payment as soon as possible. Thank
you.

Have a lovely weekend with your children.

Best wishes,
Stephen Meek
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Senior School Principal message

Dear QAD Parents, Students and Community Members,
We hope this communication finds you and your family well,
Update on Student Attendance

Presently we have about 480 students attending school each day at QAD
Senior School. This is because we have all Grade 11 and 12 students in

attendance each day. Grade 6 - 10 students continue to attend in a Blended
Learning format (Group 1 and Group 2).

As | have mentioned in a previous communication, the Group 1 and 2 Blended Days create an
interesting pattern with our rotating schedule. The result is that over a two week period, some
students will only see one teacher face to face 2 times, while they will have 4 face to face classes with
other teachers. Over the semester this will have a significant impact on a student’s learning.

To compensate for this, every two weeks, we have a repeat of a Blended Day. That repeat is coming
up again this Thursday. On Thursday it will be Group 1 in attendance. Then, again on Sunday, Group
1 will again be in attendance.

We do understand that this switch is very challenging for some of our families who have students in
both QAD Senior School and QAD Primary School. It results in students in the same family attending
on different days. We sincerely apologize for this inconvenience. However, we have very different
schedules between the Primary and the Senior School and this is the easiest method to ensure our
students get equivalent face to face time with all of their teachers.
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COVID Testing

A reminder to please complete the Covid Testing Consent Form for the MOPH and return it to school
with your child on or before Thursday Sept. 16th. If you have not yet received a copy of the form, please
find a copy in English and Arabic on our Student-Parent Website at this link:
https://sites.google.com/qgad.qfschools.qa/qad-student-parent-website/home

Thank you for your attention to this important request as we all work together to fight the spread of
Covid 19.

Water Reminder

This is a gentle yet important reminder that your child should bring a full bottle of water to school
every day. Due to COVID restrictions, water fountains are still closed, so in order for your child to stay
refreshed and hydrated they must bring water from home. This is especially important on PHE days.
Kindly ensure your child has a reusable water bottle and remind them to bring it filled every day to
school.

MAP Testing

MAP Testing for all of our grade 6 to 9 students will begin next week. We will again be testing students
in Mathematics, Reading and Language Usage. We use the information from these tests to support our
student’s learning throughout the year, as well as measure their growth and set learning goals. Thank
you for your support of this important school activity.

Welcome to our Afghani students!

On Sunday, we were delighted to welcome 3 students who recently arrived from Afghanistan. All 3
students are girls who are members of the Afghanistan National Robotics team! They are already
settling into their classes, building friendships and making their mark on QAD.
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Thank you for your continued support of our school. Classrooms are again bustling with activity and
learning, and students are engaged while also enjoying the social interactions with their peers. We
continue to maintain a focus on COVID safety with proper wearing of masks and social distancing.
However, it is wonderful to see how our students have adapted to this restriction while still maintaining
their active engagement with others.

If you have any questions regarding the school, please do not hesitate to contact the Grade Level
Leaders for your child's Grade.
Grade Level Leaders (Pastoral):

e Grade 6 Mr. Mizan Ruwaid mruwaid@qf.org.qa
e Grade?7 Ms. Cristina Caluian ccaluian@qf.org.qa
e Grade8 Ms. Ranata Davis rdavis@qf.org.qa

e Grade9 Mr. Claire Hughes chughes@qf.org.qa
e Grade 10 Ms. Victoria Hanna vhanna@qf.org.qa
e Grade 11 Ms. Anna Byrne abyrne@qf.org.qa

e Grade 12 Mr. Brett Scott bscott@qf.org.qa

You can also contact School Administration at:

Mr. Stephen Meek Qatar Academy Doha Director smeek@qf.org.qa

Mr. Steve Thompson Senior School Principal sdthompson@qf.org.qga
Mrs. Nicole Anderson Assistant Principal nanderson@qf.org.ga
Mr. Dwayne Smith Assistant Principal dsmith@qf.org.qa

Mrs. Rana Al Naji Assistant Principal rnaji@qf.org.qa

Thank you,

Have a wonderful Evening
QAD Administration
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Over the break Hessa Al Hitmi — Grade 10 and Tayiba Muzaferija — Grade 7, were announced as winners of the
2021 Arab World Spotlight Challenge. The Arab World Spotlight Challenge encourages students to express their
opinions on social and environmental issues. Students watch selected short films and create a multi-media
response answering set questions.

The girls' presentations are featured on the Qatar Foundation International website and can also be viewed on
Youtube.

Out of Plastic

> ) ooz/tst .

Arab World Spotlight Challenge Winner Hessa Al Hitmi - Out of Plastic Arab World Spotlight Challenge Winner Tayiba Muzaferij - Out of Plastic

Hessa Al Hitmi

Tayiba Muzaferija

In addition to this, four of our students had science stories published in the Gulf Times in June. These students
worked with Professor Jairo Lugo-Ocando, Anto Mohsin and Areesha Khan Lodhi from Northwestern University
to develop their science writing and interviewing skills.

The published students were — Alina Qaiser, Elana Mohamed Firdaus, Shoug Khozestani - Grade 10 and Lujain
Al Raoush — Grade 9
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Athletics Department News
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Although we eagerly await updates from the MOPH and QF Task Force, we thought it would be a good

idea to begin the initial sign-up process for our Football and Basketball teams, so that we can get off to a
quick start if/when permission is granted.

If you would like to attend the try-outs, then please click on the link below which will take you to our

Athletics and Activities Google Site. Here you will find further information and appropriate links to access
registration forms:

We hope to see many of our Grade 9-12 students participating in
these activities once we get the go ahead!
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Education City Activities:

If you are looking to get your child involved in worthwhile activities outside of school time, then please
consider some of the activities that are offered right here in Education City.

There are some wonderful programs being offered including football, basketball,
swimming, gymnastics, karate, and much morel

To see what is on offer inside Education City, please click on the following link:

Activities & Athletics Google Site:

Finally, please take a moment to visit our QAD Athletics & Activities Google Site:

Although the site is still a work in progress, it will be used in the coming weeks/months to share important
information related to our After School Activities and sports team programs.

Thank you for taking the time to read our message and have a wonderful week ahead.

The Athletics Department
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MAP Testing

MAP testing will begin starting 19 September for students in grades 6-9. Students will
take three tests: Reading, Language Usage, and Math. The reading test will occur in
English class, the math test in Math class, and the language usage class in INS class. Your
child’s teacher will communicate the exact day of the test depending on their group
(Group 1 or Group 2).

MAP Growth measures what students know and what they don’t know, regardless of
their grade level. This helps teachers adjust their instruction for each student. It also
measures growth over time, allowing you to track your student’s progress throughout
the school year and across multiple years. Teachers can use the score to inform
instruction, personalize learning, and monitor the growth of individual students.
Principals and administrators can use the scores to see the performance and progress
of a grade level and school.

An important feature of the online MAP test is that it automatically adapts to the
appropriate, individual level of each child’s learning based on the child’s responses. As
a result, each student has the same opportunity to succeed and maintain a positive
attitude during the testing. The tests are untimed and regulated according to the
student’s answers. These MAP tests are required and very important. Kindly discuss
with your child the value of doing their best to show how much they’ve grown in their
learning!

For more information, you may browse the NWEA site online at
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ANNOUCEMNETS

Financial Assistance for QF Families

QF Schools offer Financial Aid awards to newly enrolled and existing families experiencing financial
hardship, and who therefore are financially challenged to pay fees required to continue education of their
children within QF schools. Financial Aid Awards are provided in the form of a discount to the tuition fee,
and may represent either partial or whole tuition fee, if a family qualifies. PUE, in coordination with the
Financial Aid Committee and the Student Financial Services Department shall ensure all awards are
financially transacted and logged, in accordance with the approved QF Admissions policies and
procedures.

Criteria: Families that are in need of financial support (academic year 2021-2022)

Newly Enrolled and Current QF Students

Grade 8 and above

No disciplinary issues/of Good Character/good grades

Nominated by Director of School

Once nominated, the financial link to the application will be forwarded by the school Admissions Assistant.
(Link will open September 1, 2021)

Due to a limited budget, students below 8th grade cannot be considered.

Deadline to apply September 30, 2021. The FA link will close by end of day on September 30, 2021

All required documents are due September 30, 2021. If documents are missing, the current school
Admissions Assistant will notify parents of applicant.

Once the application is completed, the Financial Aid Committee will then review the applications and
families will receive a final decision by e-mail. The committee will not review incomplete applications.
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School uniform

Please find below the links to order school uniforms for the next academic year
2021-2022.

Qatar Academy Noble House Uniform Brochure:

Document in the link is protected by school code: INT18759

Also please click the link to view the catalogue, new product sheet of optional uniforms and additional
information for ordering purpose :

For any additional assistance please contact QAD focal point, Mr. Noushad - Mob 55159761, E-mail:

Water bottle

This is a gentle yet important reminder that your child should bring a full
bottle of water to school every day. Due to COVID restrictions, water
fountains are still closed, so in order for your child to stay refreshed and
hydrated they must bring water from home. This is especially important on
PHE days. Kindly ensure your child has a reusable water bottle and remind
them to bring it filled every day to school.
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“Locally rooted and Globally connected”
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What can you donate?

Donations needed for Afghan Refugees

a Clothing

« Soap / Body Wash « Backpacks (adult & children)

+ Face Moisturiser * Prayer Mats

+ Shampoo & Conditioner « Bikes / Scooters (9-16 years)

+ Toothpaste & Toothbrush + Small bikes/scooters (3-8 years)
+ Deodorant - Male and Female + Pediasures (1+, 2+ and 3+)

* Sanitary Pads * Bath towels

* Baby Wipes * Pencil cases with pencils

+ Dettol/Chlorox Wipes + Colouring books, drawing paper etc.
* Tissues * Assorted toys (include batteries)
- Hairbrushes / combs

» Hair elastics

+ Basic First Aid Kits

T-shirts (short and long-sleeved) - Male, Female and Children (11-16 years)
Jeans/Trousers - Male (sizes 28 -38), Female and Children (11-16 years)
Shorts - Male and Children (11-16 years)

Dresses - Female and Children

Abayas - Female

Underwear - Male, Female and Children

Pajamas/nightdress - Male, Female and Children

Shayla/hijab - Female

Slippers/ Flip flops - Male, Female and Children

Socks - Male, Female and Children

Running Shoes - Male (37-40), Female and Children (5+)

T-shirts (short and long-sleeved) - Male, Female and Children (11-16 years)

Let us welcome our brothers and stand strong in solidarity with them
You can drop off the donations at Qatar Academy Doha, Senior School (Foyer Area)
any time between 7 am and 3pm daily.
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| have been practicing the noble profession of teaching in a country | was born and raised in,
my dearest Qatar. | began my career as a young graduate of the University of Jordan holding a
Bachelor degree in Arabic Language and Literature and a minor in Education

| have always been fascinated by this specialty and aspired to explore it through academic
engagement with my student’'s; a dream that | achieved through my affiliation with Qatar
Academy Doha, a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community
Development since joining them in 1998

My educational vision was clear — encourage my students to hold on to their identities, their
citizenship, their language and their culture, and | pride myself with my student’s achievements
In relation to my hobbies, | am avid reader and enjoy exploring the beauty of Arabic as well as translated literature. | also
enjoy practicing sports daily, especially walking, jogging and cycling as a true believer in the importance of maintaining a
healthy lifestyle

As for the key message that | have shared throughout the years, | would like to think that through the annual Ramadan
Suitcase Project, which | established and developed throughout my years at Qatar Academy, that my students have taken
key principles they should adhere to in their lives, such as serving the community and being keen on reducing poverty and
hunger

To conclude, | thoroughly enjoy educating the future generations and my ambition is limitless

Roula Abou Ramadan
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Michael Clancy, High School Counsellor, QAD

Michael Clancy arrived at QAD in the middle of the school year that was in the midst of the
pandemic. Despite these challenges he was able to guide the Class of 2020 into universities
in Qatar and abroad.

Mr. Clancy began his career in education in Oregon, USA, and then accepted a position in
Bolivia almost twenty years ago. He has been a school counsellor in both primary and
secondary school for 14 years, starting in Myanmar and then moving to Uganda. For the
past nine years, he has also taken on the responsibility of university advising, which he has
done with students in China, Indonesia and the United States and now Qatar.

Eniko Kiss, High School Counsellor, QAD

| feel privileged to be a part of the QAD community and am a Social-Emotional and University
Counsellor from G9-12. | am from Hungary and have been involved in secondary education
since 1994. | have a Bachelor of Education in ESL, an MA in English Language and Literature,
and a Master’s Degree in Guidance and Counselling from James Cook University, Australia.
| started my teaching career in Hungary and embarked on my first international school in
2008 in Singapore — ACS (International). Since than | have worked in China and most recently

in the Czech Republic. | have taken on a variety of roles within my 25-year career such as
ESL, IGCSE and IB English and Literature teacher, Head of Faculty, IB coordinator and
Counsellor. | am accompanied by my youngest daughter, Anna, who has just turned 17. We
are excited to explore Doha and the surrounding area

Florence Hughes, Middle School Counsellor, QAD

| am so excited to join QAD! | trained as a Social Worker in the UK and then went into
Counselling which | am truly passionate about. | have experience supporting children and
young people of all ages, from those in early childhood all the way up to High School
students. This will be my third year living and working in Qatar as a School Counselor at an
IB International School providing social/emotional support to students.

My hobbies include painting, kayaking and travelling. My favorite place to be is on the
beach.
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