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Vision
Empowering students to achieve high levels of academic growth and personal wellbeing and to
be responsible citizens who are locally rooted and globally connected.
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Director’'s Message

Dear Parents,

We are very proud of our Grade 5 students who have very professionally helped initiate and implement a
Community Action ‘Ajar’. They have worked closely with QF food services and QF environmental specialist Ms.
Aisha Ghani to provide workers in school with food boxes. Students audited food wastage and prepared over
300 lunches.

In honour of Earth Day, which is an annual event on April 22 to demonstrate support for environmental
protection, and as a proud Green Flag school, we are committed to cultivating a sustainable mindset! Our
amazing Activists in Action shared their passion and activism by encouraging the students, teachers and
parents to sign petitions and to listen to why they want Qatar to be the next country to ban single-use plastic
bags. Our QAD students are truly empowered changemakers.

Today we said farewell and goodbye to our G12s as they celebrated their last day of classes at QAD. After
today, they will be on study leave to prepare for their final IBDP examinations which begin on Thursday 28th
April. Their graduation ceremony will be on 2nd June. Best of luck to all G12!

We have sent all parents the link for them to complete the questionnaire about the school as part of the School
Climate Index. Links have also been sent to all students from Grade 3 and to all staff. Please can | encourage
you to complete the questionnaire on this link by Sunday 24th April?

Have a lovely weekend with your children.
Best wishes,

Stephen Meek
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Bullying Hurts Everyone

At QAD and all our schools, we place students at the heart of our work and look for authentic ways to have our learners
apply their knowledge, values, and ideas to real-life topics, issues, and activities that impact them and the school
community. In a recent Youth Media Masterclasses pilot with our colleagues at Qatar Foundation Communications, QAD
students in grades 5-12 were invited to learn more about the power of communications to drive change and move the
needle on topics they care about. The results speak for themselves with the launch of an anti-bullying media campaign that

has been made by students for students and the whole school community.

We could not be prouder of our students who have applied their learnings and agency to raise awareness and encourage
our school community to deeply reflect on this critical topic. Wholehearted thanks to all the students for leading from the
front and ensuring their message: Bullying hurts everyone, so don't stand by; stand up for a kinder, more inclusive school
community! If you have been affected by Bullying as a learner, a parent, a teacher, or an employee and want to share your

thoughts or reflections, please email: Ms. Rana Naji, rnaji@qgf.org.qa or call 44540501

To learn more about the student's journey and the Youth Media Masterclasses, we spoke to QAD student Hissa:
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Hi, I'm Hessa Al Hitmi, from QAD grade 9, who has been one of the students who took part in the Youth Media Masterclasses
pilot. It all started back in March of 2021 when Activists in Action, a student-led group on a mission to ban single-use plastic
bags in Qatar, received a letter from His Highness Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani congratulating them on their efforts.
The students’ reaction to the letter was recorded, and | had the privilege to create a video. The QF communication team
gave me extremely useful feedback that helped enhance the quality of the video.

While working with them on the video, the QF communication team saw how passionate | was about using different media
to portray a message. This was the start of the initiative, and | was happy to be selected alongside a group of students from
Qatar Academy Doha who are as passionate as | am about communicating different issues to students, families, and
teachers in our school to be a part of the pilot and learn more about communications. The QF communication team helped
us learn more, so we could build a communication plan that is led by students for students.

During our first meeting, we discussed the brief, objective, target audience, key messages, tactics, and timeline. While
developing the communications plan, we identified the theme of “bullying” as a priority topic we all wanted to be addressed.
After planning, we started discussing how we would bring awareness to this important topic. We discussed who the target
audience should be and the most effective way to attract them. Every student thought of different ways to raise awareness
and share our message that "Bullying hurts everyone " through photos, social experiments, and newsletters.

/ decided to create an animation video. | felt that an animation video would attract the audience to watch and listen to the
message, as it has both visuals and sound, making it more engaging. | worked on it using a platform called Vyond, which is
a cloud-based animated video creation platform. | hope | successfully conveyed my message, and | hope everyone likes the

video, which will be posted on all our social media channels.
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Athletics Department News

QAD Falcons vs ACS Female Basketball Game Report:
On Sunday, March 27"the QAD Senior School girls basketball team competed in their first game of the season. Despite

multiple setbacks from Covid-19 scheduling interruptions, the girls have remained committed to growing as individuals,
but more importantly coming together as ateam. During the first game since 2020, the team showed off the improvements
they have made this season against ACS Doha. ACS proved a difficult opponent, but QAD showed heart and determination
throughout the game. The commitment to team was evident, and while the final score was not in QAD’s favor, the 2021-
2022 Lady Falcon’s left the game with their heads held high. The Lady Falcon’s will continue the work of rebuilding the
women’s basketball program at QAD and with the majority of athlete’'s being underclassmen, the team looks forward to a
full season of play next season.
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AD Falcons Girls Football - Schools Olympic Program Tournament Report:

On Thursday, 31 of March, QAD Senior school sent a team of girls to compete in the Schools Olympic Program Football
Tournament. These girls in grades, mainly 9 and 10, led by Coach Jordan, competed at the Qatar Women's Sport Committee
in Aspire Park. This indoor space was the perfect place to show their skill on a hot day. Their game against Nord Anglia
School secured their opportunity to go to the next level. This 4-0 victory, with goals scored by Shoug Khozestani, Maha Al
Marzougi and Aisha Al Attiyah, means they have now qualified for the finals to be played after the EID break. We look
forward to a more fun and successful football play then.

Varsity Boys Basketball Fixture - ACS vs QAD Game 1

On Thursday, March the 24" our Qatar Academy (QA) Falcons Varsity Boys team finally took the hardwood as they competed
fiercely with the American Community School (QCS). The boys fought hard and impressed the fans by getting 37 points on
the board. Captain Samy Ait Tahar went on a sizzle, hitting 4 in a row during the second quarter. His command of his team

was seen throughout the game as the boys continued to show sportsmanship and grit on every possession. Mohamed Aiad
was our leading scorer and rebounder, getting to the line and finishing at the rim. Aiad was a true offensive threat that has
made himself into a household name within the basketball community. Noah McCormick, our youngest Falcon, distributed
the ball and sliced through defenders with precision. Hamad Al Ansari was another leader that stood out on the court as he
seemed to be everywhere with his hustle, never giving up on a play. Lastly, the overall team effort and joy for the game
really shown through as each student brought his best. The QAD coaching staff were extremely proud of the way the boys
represented our school community and look forward to many games ahead. Although ACS did win the final battle, the
experience of game time was an overall great learning opportunity that the Falcons hope to build on in the coming weeks.
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Varsity Boys Basketball Fixture - QAD vs ACS Game 2

On Thursday, March 31 our QAD Falcons’ boys basketball team held a rematch against the American Community School.
The boys fought hard throughout the whole game and provided a real crowd pleasing experience. The star of the show was
our very own Grade 7 student, Noah McCormick. Noah’s ability to handle the ball and keep his team level, paid off big in
various stretches of the game. There was a real excitement from all spectators when the ball was in his hands. Our QAD
community should be real proud of our Falcons as they have shown great strides in improvement in such a short amount
of time. This time when playing ACS, the game was much closer and on two separate occasions the Falcons had brought
the game within 5 points. Special shout out to Marwan Malluhi and Ramy Al Cheikh Ali who brought a much needed spark
in getting some big rebounds and steals, not to mention the first points in the game made by Ramy. The final score was 64-
45 in favour of ACS. Although we didn’t get the win, our boys will continue to work hard during practices and shooting
sessions to be ready again for their return in May
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Varsity Boys Football Fixture — ACS vs QAD

On Wednesday 30" March, our QAD Falcons’ boys football team travelled to the American Community School (ACS) to play
in a U19 friendly football fixture. The game started off at a frantic pace and although QAD had the better of the possession,
the more clear cut chances were falling to ACS. Eventually our QAD team started to get on top and dominate. However, just
before half time and against the run of play, ACS were awarded a penalty after Abdulaziz Al Mana (QAD Goalkeeper) was
adjudged to have fouled the ACS striker inside the penalty area. ACS made no mistakes from the spot meaning the score
line coming in at half time was ACS 1 vs Qatar Academy Doha 0.

QAD started the second half strongly and with the introduction of Mustafa Halawa in defense, they seemed to be restricting
ACS to very few chances. Nawfel Metidji and Saoud Al-Marafi were a constant threat on the break for QAD and it seemed
only a matter of time before the breakthrough came for QAD. That breakthrough did finally come after good work from
Saoud Al-Marafi who never gave up the chase to round the goalkeeper and finish from an extremely difficult angle. ACS 1
— QAD 1... Game on!

Both teams had numerous chances to take the lead after that. However, a combination of injuries to key players and tired
legs after a long layoff allowed ACS to gain greater control later on in the game. After a few near misses, ACS finally got
the winning goal in the dying minutes of the contest.

It was a disappointing end to the game from a QAD Falcons perspective and on reflection, a draw would have been a fair
result.The team are now hoping to get a rematch in the coming weeks. We look forward to doing it all again soon!
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A group of Senior School students were very honoured when meeting Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser,
co-founder and chairperson of the Qatar Foundation and Her Excellency, Sheikha Al Thani, vice chairperson
and CEO of Qatar Foundation, on their visit to the Education City Farm project last Thursday. The EC Farm has
400 fruit trees and many green houses
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Senior Farewell Walk

On Thursday, we said farewell and goodbye to our G12s as they celebrated their last day of classes at QAD.
After today, they will be on study leave to prepare for their final IBDP examinations in the run up to their
graduation ceremony on June 2.

Best of luck to all G12!
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IFTAR
The Islamic Department in Senior School, organized Iftar for G12 students yesterday. Iftar was
followed by Maghrib prayer and they all participated in various recreational activities.
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A renowned publisher documents the unique experience of Islamic studies teachers in QF schools.

A book published by Lexington Books , an imprint of Rowman& Littlefield, contains a chapter recounting how Islamic
Studies teachers in QF schools have developed a reflexive teaching identities. The book, which is titled “Teacher Training
and Education in the GCC: Unpacking the Complexities and Challenges of Internationalizing Educational Contexts " includes
illuminating insights on how the educational landscape of GCC nations has undergone sweeping changes. Accordingly,
there is a need to reassess and redesign teacher training and education programmes to be more responsive to the
internationalised education settings within GCC countries.

Mr Mohammed Adly Gamal, an Islamic studies teacher at QAD, was invited to contribute a chapter about Islamic education
in international schooling. The chapter titled 'Developing a Reflexive Teaching Identity in a Cross-Cultural Teaching Context’
explains how Islamic studies teachers in QF schools reflected upon their work in international schooling and how they
reconceptualized their role and rethought their pedagogical decisions.

Congratulations Mr. Mohammad on your achievement!
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